
The Ga PSC provides oversight to many utilities, the most important of 
which is Georgia Power, the largest electricity provider in Georgia. 

The Ga PSC decides what are fair and reasonable rates for Georgia 
Power, and what investments Georgia Power may make. 

What Does a
Commissioner

Do?

For most goods and services in the US, 
markets are open and fair, and prices 
are naturally kept low through 
competition. But most utilities are 
state guaranteed monopolies 
because it's expensive to build electric 
infrastructure. Multiple transmission 
lines would be too costly, for example.

WHAT DOES THE GEORGIA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION DO?

Electricity is so important for the 
economy to thrive, and for people to 
live, that it cannot be left to an 
unregulated market.

All energy in the United States is 
heavily regulated for that reason. 

Electric utilities are a monopoly granted 
by the people of Georgia through their 
state legislature.

and why you should care

In Georgia, �ve elected commissioners 
regulate energy in a state agency called the Georgia Public Service Commission (Ga PSC).

In exchange for having no competition and 
a guaranteed profit, utilities agree to serve 
the public interest.

Serving the public interest means acting in ways that 
benefit the public, such as increasing renewables or 

investing in grid modernization technology.



Georgia's Plant Vogtle is 100% over budget and 
still not done. This plant is so expensive it is 
di�cult to grasp.

The Ga PSC has chosen not to put a limit 
on costs, and has allowed Georgia Power 
to earn billions of dollars in pro�ts on the 
billions of dollars of cost overruns.Commissioners with no 

energy knowledge learn at 
    taxpayers’ expense.

Their loyalty is not with the people of Georgia, but 
with the governor who appointed them to positions 
they were unquali�ed for, and the utilities who donate 
money to that governor. 

AND HOW IS THAT WORKING
FOR GEORGIA?

THERE ARE SERIOUS PROBLEMS WITH OUR 

1. POLITICAL PATRONAGE 
Despite the importance and complexity of energy, 
Georgia PSC commissioners know nothing about 
energy at the time of their appointment. 

Governors disrespect the people of Georgia by using 
open seats between elections to reward donors. 

Fitz Johnson was 

appointed July 2021 by 

Governor Kemp after 

donating $2500 to his 

reelection campaign. 

He has no energy 

background or 

knowledge. 

Jason Shaw was appointed January 2019 by Governor Nathan Deal. He had no energy background or knowledge. 

Lauren “Bubba” 

McDonald was 

appointed June 1998 by 

Governor Zell Miller. He 

had no energy 

background or 

knowledge.

2. OUTRAGEOUS ENERGY BILLS
Despite being one of the 
cheapest places to live, 
Georgia has the 4th 
highest energy bills in 
the country because of 
wasteful utility 
spending. Why? Because 
commissioners have not 
made reducing costs 
their priority, as other 
states do. Utility pro�ts 
and stock price increases 
have been their priority. 

3. THE MOST EXPENSIVE POWER 
    PLANT EVER BUILT ON EARTH

Trisha Pridemore was appointed February 2018 by 
Governor Nathan Deal. She 

had no energy background or knowledge.
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2022 PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONER

le t ’s  regulate  ut i l i t ies  bet ter

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

4. NO CONCERN ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE
Only 9% of Georgia Power’s generation mix is renewable, 
and less than one-half of one percent is rooftop solar, 
despite Georgia’s intense amount of sunlight. Georgia is 
one of only 11 states with no renewable energy goals or 
plans to reduce carbon pollution. This failure risks lives 
and costs billions of our tax dollars in damage.

The all-Republican Ga PSC has favored utility and industry interests 
over everyday Georgians since 2008, and we see the result. 

It's time for a new voice with a focus on consumer protections, 
clean energy, and lower bills. Elect Patty Durand in 2022. Visit 
www.PattyforPSC.com to learn more.


