ENERGY EQUITY:

CROSSROADS OF CLIMATE CHANGE & RACE
Energy burden refers to the share of household income used to pay energy bills:
Energy impoverished = energy bills take 10% or more of income
Energy burdened = energy bills take 6% or more of income.

Georgians currently pay the fifth highest bills in the U.S., and will pay the highest
once Plant Vogtle nuclear power plant construction costs are incorporated.

The Georgia Public Service Commission 2019 rate increase
pushed more families into energy poverty
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The Black community
experiences disproportionate
energy burden in Atlanta

The southern U.S. is the most climate vulnerable region in the country.
Doing nothing to respond to Climate Change the US will lose 6% GDP
That number is much higher in the South, which will lose at least 20% GDP

The south cannot afford to lose 20% of its economy.
People are already struggling.

WHAT CAN BE DONE
1. End disproportionate disconnections. Black and other minority customers
are more likely to face service disconnections and higher bills due poor
quality housing stock and low household income.

4. Accelerate carbon emissions reductions. Georgia is one of only ten
states without renewable energy goals or climate change plan.

2. Educate renters in low income housing. Many states offer programs to access
advanced lighting technologies, smart thermostats and bill pay assistance.

5. Gather accurate data. Lack of transparency in data plagues the
energy industry. Addressing racial disparities in energy is difficult
without accurate data on race and income.

3. Offer meaningful bill pay assistance. Georgia is one of only eleven states
that does not require utility assistance for those in energy poverty.

6. Expand Georgia’s energy efficiency investments. Georgia ranks 45th
out of 50 in spending that directly helps people afford their utility bills.

Patty will work to end racial disparities in energy by
adopting programs that stabilize energy burdened
households, expand bill pay assistance, and require
data to measure and provide assistance.
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